Introduction
Several recent studies have documented the growth of homelessness in Chicago (Chicago Coalition for the Homeless, 1983 ; Rossi, Fisher, & Willis, 1986; Sosin, Colson, & Grossman, 1988) . The extent to which the elderly are experiencing homelessness is unknown, but these and other studies confirm that some older Chicagoans are certainly suffering it (Hannibal, 1984; Haslberger, 1987; Kutza, 1987) . Their difficulties appear to be less with finding housing than with keeping and maintaining it independently. Declining physical mobility makes their plight less visible, and their higher rate of home ownership often masks the true proportions of their chronically marginal living conditions. Interventions that prevent housing loss among the elderly are not well documented.
Cities are concerned about elderly homelessness for several reasons. The average age in Chicago is increasing, putting a greater proportion of people at risk. People over the age of 60 represent a growing proportion of the city's population, and those over the age of 85-who are most vulnerable to loss of familial support, income, and health -are the fastest growing subgroup among them (U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1982) . The population of older Blacks and other minorities, already poorer and in poorer health, is growing, and their proportion over the age of 85 is growing even more rapidly than that proportion of the White population (Kingson, Hirshorn, & Cornman, 1986;  Squires, Bennett, McCourt, & Nyden, 1988) .
Like the rest of the nation, Chicago is losing the very housing that low-income elders can afford (U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1989) . In recent years a precipitous loss of affordable housing (market and subsidized) has occurred because of condominium conversions, gentrification, and razing by private developers (Hoch, Saffrin, & Spicer, 1985) . The (Butler, 1975; Butler & Davis, 1987 (Keigher, 1987 (Lipsky & Smith, 1989) .
The variety of needs presented to this agency makes it a source of unusually comprehensive data. The sample includes a wider cross section of the elderly than street surveys that have limited the definition of homelessness to persons literally on the street (Douglass, 1988; Rossi et al., 1986) . The study also encompasses a broader population than surveys of clients at social agencies providing specific services, such as food and shelter (Kutza, 1987; Sosin et al., 1988 difference is not statistically significant (p < .24), although generally the chronically undomiciled are younger, &dquo;age faster,&dquo; and die earlier on the streets (Cohen & Sokolovsky, 1989; Institute of Medicine, 1988 (Lipsky & Smith, 1989 (Sosin et al., 1988) findings about the isolation of younger homeless people and other findings that older people lose their housing largely because they desperately lack social resources (Bachrach, 1987; Cohen, Teresi, Holmes, & Roth, 1988 
